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iple of the French: to your imitation : 


Francs, ! plays, balls,” and operas, are more 


on Sunday, than any day in the 


week; and gentlemen play at all forts of 


games, both in private houſes and coffee - 


| houſes, with as little conſtraint on that day 


as any other. But, you are ſo preciſe in 
| England, that chere, none but the better 
| fort of people ga 
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Tur faceticus Lord Foliftngess.” a in 10 Wit 
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"ay. edifying comedy, the Relapſe, Juſtly 


obſerves, | that Sunday is a vile day, and it 


were to be wiſhed, that ſome pub fe 


| nobleman would take the hint he has BY , 
and bring in a bill, chat the players m na 


work on Sundays a8 well as the hackne 
chairmen, TIA "Kg 
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Tnosz that move in the ſphere of hig . en : 


ute, are not the only ſuffer 


ſtitious obſervance, the Dank. 4 | 
London have juſt reaſon ta 
complain that their profits are greatly 
abridged, as they are contrary. to all 
equity, forbid to draw beer during morning { 


the city of 


and evening ſervice. I muſt own I cannot 


but join heartily with them in their excla- 


mations againſt this hardſhip, as they woul 


in all probability, have as much cuſtom on 
ſuch occaſions, as during the time of Bar- 


tholomew Fair. But alas the profits of the 


| publicans, and the ſocial intercouſe of bun- | 


ters, are. cruelly obſtructed by the vigilance 


of a ſociety, whoſe antipathy to all ſorts of ; 
mirth and jollity, ſeems to equal that of thy | 


Fanatics: during the uſurpation. * 


A PRELATE of your nation, who heed 5 
himſelf very well affected to my intereſts, ; 
Y Was ſenſible of the i inconyenience of debar- 
5 ring the populace of all ſorts of amuſement 
on a Sunday, and accordingly cauſed a book 5 


of ſports, to be publiſhed, which was calcu- 


lated: to prove, that it was no profanation of 


the fabbath to paſs, every hour of it, not ſet 
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| apart for divine ſervice in recreations and 


f altirges of all . Tunis, 
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18 use, 9 other ſteps talen dyik that 


worthy prelate, have cauſed him to be ern 


fured: by: many as a concealed partizan of 
popery. For my part, I have always looked 


upon this as a conſiderable merit in him» 
_ and” have always been of opinion, 'that all 


| feed to my goverament, and inveterate 
mies to the Satanic empire. My power 


received as fatal a blow from that ſchiſn, 
which you heretics call the Reformation, 2 


did the Roman empire when Conſtantine 


quitted Rome, in order to make een 


mou the place of his reſidence, - 


* 28 * 
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Ix is well known, that this removal of 


the imperial ſeat was fatal to the Roman 
grandeur, and mine I ſpeak it with ſorrow, 


has 


alleg iance from their eccleſiaſtical ſovereign 


who always kept up ſo friendly a corre ſpon 

/ dlence with me, and in ſo many inſtances 
promoted my intereſts, that he ſeemed to 
welfare of my an as much at 


heart as myſelf, 


10 SHALL beg leave to cite a few examples 
which will prove — how k goo an 


ally 


© who are averſe to popery, are diſaf- 7 


reatly declined, fince ſo many of the 
potentates of Europe have withdrawn their 
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| cannot give up the AGE of the n 
to the conclave without uſhing. E 
ever, as my ſincerity is equal to my 1 moe 
1 wall © own e +1 that Re 4 ope 


ing, ef Ae pating eder by g p 1 po 
This was, it "muſt be granted, as g 
thought as mine, when I made uſe of artillery 
in an engagement with Michael and his * : 
ow of ue" in the plains of Heaven. 


I mvsT own, it moved my envy to FR 
the court of Rome hit upon a ſtratagem 


which 15 alone ſhould have ſuggeſted; the 
ſucceſs indeed was not ſuch as I could have 
wiſhed; ; too well I know and faw the dire 
event: alas! this machination, which ſhould 
Have raiſed thoſe who were inſtrumental in 
it to immortal honour, ended in their exe- 
cution. T his laudable effort of the court of 
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as favourable to my cauſe, as if I myſelf had 
been pre ; 
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b never ſubmitted to in France; many lau- 


dered fruitleſs by the 
d to my perſon 


and my declared adverſary, wre pany ere t ad- 


ſtrain that ſcandalized every worthy me 
of the church of Rome, and raiſed 

icheſt indignation. 3 3c 22: EAI 2 5 
. Tur excellent Sante, . 
| „ ideſerves the | 
me and all my e ee, Gov" 66 glo- 
rious efforts which he made to introduce a 
juriſdiction equivalent to that of this court 
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turn, highly prejudicial to the intere 


minihls pr chide bh an a tion | ihe hint 
of it was;in-part;\ ſuggeſted by me, and l was 
RY always highly ſatisfied- with its p TO ceedings; 


cutting off people s cars aid noſes was an act 


. of e worthy! [of an inquiſitorial 


court; and, had not affairs unluckihy taken a 
eſts of my 
ave had the pleaſure of 


empire, I I might 1 


Y ſeeing an z1uto. de Fe in London: 8 to 


thoſe, of Eiſbon Madrid and Goa. 
Ox of my principal motives fs . 


ſing you at preſent, is to complain of 3 
jury, which you do my empire, by conſtantlß 


approving every thing that ſeems to have a 
tendency to give ſpiritual eoutts in England 


An authority equal to that of a court of In- 


? . . 


quiſition. Herein you manifeſtly act con- 


trary to your own intereſt as well as that of 
my empire: I ſhall therefore lay beſore you 
ſuch proceedings of the Inquiſition as arc 
moſt conducive to my i intereſts, and ſhew 
how yours, and thoſe of the church of Eng: 


land in general, would be ee ane 
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| to eſtabliſh the. In- 


Quiſktion. in England may have but little > 
weight with you, as coming from me; but. 
if you maturely deliberate upon what I ſhall 

offer to your. conſideration, I make no 
doubt but vou will allow, that your church 
would receive a conſiderable acceſſion of 
authority from it. This inſtitution, under : 
he pretext. of employing its ſeverities a= _ 

2 gainſt error, does at the ſame time under- 

mine the very foundation of that religion, 


for whoſe ſake it ſeems to have been eſta- 


bliſhed, and conſequently conduces greatly | 
to extend my ON: and render my em- 
pire flouriſhing. 1 b 


Tun barbarity ho dy that i is exer- 


ciſed by this. tribunal, i is ſo well atteſted, 
chat no body can call them in queſtion, and 
this proves how great their power is; and, 
as churchmen are ſaid to be fond of power, 
this ſhould. excite you and your brethren of 
the church of England to do your utmoſt 
endeavours to acquire the ſame authority. 
Should it not fire your emulation to ſee an 
5 order of monks Sgt aſide all Humility and re- 
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5 pentance, which ſhoul 
ing characteriſtic. and ant a power over 
: kings, who, as aymen 


as laymen, ſhould undoubtedly 
be as much expoſed | to the cenſures of the 
church, with regard to ine e as che 
meaneſt of their ſubjects. 1 , OY 
A great number of authors, le to 
my cauſe, have employed their pens againſt 
the inſtitution, which I now recommend. 


Some in writing the hiſtory of the Albi- 5 
genſes and Waldenſes, have ſet forth the 


eſtabliſhment of the juriſdiction of the holy . 


= office, in colours conformable to the preju- 


dices of the religion they had imbibed. It 


muſt be owned in general, that none but. 


ſuch as were attached to my intereſts, and 


| thoſe of the court of Rome, have praiſed | 
with an y pleaſure the laudable zeal of thoſe. 
| worthies that offered the blood of heretics, 


to a God who defires only their converſion ; 


: but, though the Deity ſuffers hereſy to fub- 


fiſt, in order to draw good from it, I never 


find my account in it, more than when it 


produces executions, maſſacres, and civil 
Wars, as it has often done i in countries which 
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= own my inflgencs, 10 that of the cart f 
. Rome. 2 : 
3 proceed 05 my. Jeg. bo gb was. * 
invalidate the calun any 
T- quently | been thrown. upon this awful tribu- 
nal, which. the ſoyereign pontiffs, and the 


catholic kings, have always conſidered as the 


which I have always looked upon as one of 
the chief props of my empire, I ſhall give 
you an account of the admirable methods 


of Proceeding obſerved by this court, and 


the many Aan ages, which reſult. from 
| thence to my Cane. is. | 


Wren the anſwers a7 a 3 0 not 


prove ſatisfactory, or or when his crimes are not 
ſufficiently proved, he is condemned to the tor- 


ture: of this there are three kinds; ; all of which 


are ſo well contrived, that had Imyſelf exerted 
my invention for the purpoſe, I could not 
have diſcovered any more ingenious: The 
firſt, is that of the rope; the ſecond, that 


of water, and the third, that of Pup In 


the torture with the rope, the. priſoner has 
| bis Ren bound behind him with a rope; 


P＋ꝙT727 


which has fo fre- 


ſhield, and defence of their religion, and 


L 12 Þ . ” 
as which hei is raiſed from "the . to : 


the top of the cieling with a pulley ; when, 
letting him hang for ſome time in this man- 


ner, they let him fall within half a foot of 


the ground, but with ſuch ſudden jirks, as 
put all his limbs out of joint, and force him 
to cry out in a moſt dreadful manner. Thug 
18 hewormented for an hour, and ſometimes 7 
more, according to the pleaſure of my zealous 
ſervants the inquiſitors, or the vigour and 

ſtrength of the unhappy ſufferer. But, if this 
kind of torture does not prevail, they then 
have recourſe to that of water; which is 


done in this manner: they force the riſoner 
to ſwallow down a great quantity of water ; 


after which he is laid along a form, or bench, 
with a cavity in it, which ſhuts up, and preſſes 
at pleaſure. ' A ſtick, or a piece of wood 


runs acroſs this bench, which keeps the pri- 
ſoner's body . ſuſpended, as it were, and 


breaking his back-bone, puts him to incre- 

dible pain. But, the torture which I am 

moſt highly pleaſed with, is that of fire; 

which is performed in this manner: A great 
fire being lighted, the ſoles of the priſoners 
ED OE feet 


fr IP 1 8 
feet are rubbed with bacon; or ſome . 
ther unctuous or com buſtible ſubſtance; 7. . 9 
Which, being done, he is laid on the Sund, | 
with his feet turned towards the fire, . 
held down in that poſture, till ſuch time s . 
he has confeſſed all the inquiſitors deſire to * 
know. Theſe laſt tortures continue a8 sche 
firſt for the ſpace of an hour or more. 
Warn PORE a . is conde m 


i cavern, to which one goes down oy a Hutt | | A8 
- rleſs multitude of, turnings and windings, 125 
7 in order to prevent the dreadful cries of thoſe & | 

' miſerable wretches from being heard. In | | LY 
this place, there are certain ſeats for the 13 
inquiſitors, who are always preſent when „ 7 a 

any one is put to the torture, and for the 5 

bichop of the place, or his great vicar, or | 
bis deputy,” It has no other light than that „ 
8 of two torches, which burn but faintly ; _ OA: 
but ſtrong enough to let the priſoner ſee the 5 

inſtruments with which he is to be tortured, „ 
by one, two, or more executioners. Theſe . „ 
executioners wear a habit very much like _ 
that | 
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1 The 2 before he s put to 
13 
* 
To | tothe torture, to which be had 1 
demned in one of the ee manners above · 


13 mentioned. This i is ſometimes ſo violent, 
wn as to reduce the ſufferer almoſt to his laſt 
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5 x | 5 is, it. 
I of the torments, forced from the 
1 8 e mouth all 
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| | 2 14 | | . not CE hens for he 1 1 a ood 
time to the torture, in order to force him to 
declare the motives which. 
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| 1 4 tle crimes bod which, he „ 
| biraſelf guilty. As for inſtance: in caſe "A ä 
man has married two wives, or bs WY 
huſbands; or 2 monk or nun have entered 
into the married ſtate after their taking the 
- habit. When a criminal has, by the vio- 
lence of the torture, confeſſed himſelf guilty 
of ſome crime, though it appears ever ſo 
evident, that he was excited to the com- 
miſſion of ĩt from a deſire of gratifying ſome | 
violent paſſion, or through a motive of 
tereſt, he is again put'to the torture, in or- 
der to make him confeſs whether he did not 
delieve marriage to be a facrament? Whe-. 
ther vows are not binding ? or, Whether it is 
not poſſible to lead a life of perfect con- „„ 
nency ? Thus, after the u 1happy wretch, „ 
who is generally more actuated by the vios | 7 
| Tence of the torture than by reaſon, as 
confeſſed more than he really knows, he is | 
forced to ſubmit to the torture yet another If | 
Y time, to force him to reveal his accomplices, 3 
or thoſe who had either aided or aſfiſte — | 
9 Bim in his erimes. Thus, when they have „ 
xtorted from him all they deſire to know, 2 
= the oy conſolation the yy wretch re- l 
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5 et 1s to 35 ind; . again to ls 
horrible dungeon ; where he is left a prey © 
to his deſpair, and all the gloomy 1 reflections 


that may ariſe from the pain which the tor- 
ments may have left behind them : but, in 


caſe the violence of theſe tortures cannot 
extort any confeſſion, he is carried back to 
priſon, when the inquiſitors have recourſe 5 
to artifices and ſnares. . Accordingly, ſeveral 
_ fellows ſuborned for that purpoſe, are ſent 
to him, who, under a pretence of comfort- 
ing And affiſting him, or telling him that 


they are priſoners and criminals as well as 


| | himſelf, exclaim againſt the inquiſition, af- 
” firming it to be an inſupportable tyranny, 
and the greateſt ſcourge that God ever inflict- 


ed upon mankind; by this means they draw 
him into the ſnare, which 1s ſo much the". . 


more unavoidable, as it is very difficult for 


a perſon in diſtreſs to guard againſt pretend- . 
ed. friendſhip or compaſſion, when maſked. 


| with the appearance of ſincerity. - The i in- 
| quiſitors themſelves ſecond theſe artifices to 
the utmoſt of their power, by adminiſtring 
conſolation to the unhappy priſoner, and pre- oh 


reading to to be touched with his misfortunes; 3 


- that 
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many deaths; and, for this reaſon, 
approve of the inquiſitors, for deferring ex- | 7 


tence of condemnation is paſt, and their es OY 


motive to this procedure is, in my opinion, * 
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Tun TY of. all this 8 thats in caſe . 
the, depoſitions 8 
or r by his own conſcience, = | 
d, either to death, | 
ppt, 20, the galleys, to be . 
d, or ſome ſuch puniſhment. But, i 
there e is nothing i in the conduct of the. Es 
quiſitors. that gives mie higher ſatisfaction, | 
than their cuſtom of deferring. the execution „ 
of a criminal, when they are reſolved to TY 
put him to a cruel and ignominions death. „ 
Then the ſeveral moments which pai be⸗ 5 
tween: condemnation and execution, are ſo | 4 
+ I highly = 
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on 


ecution, ſometimes; a year or more after ſen· | - 0 


highly OO it is W e an dame 1 
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übe, a. this | 
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though Fown' myſelf te be jealous of Us 26 
ligions, = bana Recs nd catholic religit jor 


form of 8 addrefſe fd to my S = 
verſary; there'muſt always ariſe ſome trou- 
bleſome confequences to 'myſelf : I es 
however, do the catholic religion the j juſt 


d own, that it ie is better Werren pee to 
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religious ſeds"in n America; and who Pat! 
OG JON n to ee had n V intereſt vel 


| xg o prov ove ca ut! 5 
1 vanced, 1 wall give vou ſome farther ac- 1 0 
count of the proceedings of the inquiſition; : 
TR as this f is a ſubject which 1 always dwell up⸗ 
on with the higheſt ſatisfaction. The ge- 
| neral acts of the inquiſition, which, in all 
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other countries, are conſidered only as a 


religious ceremony, in which are given the 


moſt illuſtrious and public proofs of zeal 


for tlie advancement of my intereſts: theſe 


are therefore called acts of faith: tt * are 
generally exhibited in Spain at the acceſſion 


ofa monarch to the throne, at their coming | 


to age, upon their marriage, or at the birth 


of a ſucceſſor to the crown, in order to 


give t them a more ſolemn air, At theſe pro- | | 
ceſſions, the king and queen of Spain, and 
all the ladies and courtiers appear. 5 


Tux proceſſion is opened by thirty 1 . 


1 carry images made of paſteboard as 


big as the life. Some of theſe repreſent 


thoſe, who, were dead i in priſon, whoſe, bones 


are alſo brought in trunks, with. flames 
painted round them; and the Teſt, of the 


figures repreſent thoſe, Who having 8 eſcaped 


out of the hands of the inquiſition, are out- 


: lawed. After theſe, come ſeveral men and 


2 . women, 
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women, with ropes about FO necks, and 
torches 1 in their hands, with caracoas, or 
paſte board caps, three feet high, on which 


their crimes are either written, or repreſent- 
ed in different manners. Theſe are followed 


by many others, having torches alſo in their 
hands, and clothed with a yellow ſan- be 


nito, or great - coat without ſleeves, with 2 


large St. Andrew's croſs of a red colour, be- 


fore and behind. Theſe are Jews, who. (be- 
ing the firſt time of their impriſonment) are 


uſually condemned to a few years confine- 


ment, or to wear the fan- benito: each cti- 
minal is led by two familiars of the i inqui= 
fition. Next come the Jews. of both ſexes, 
who having 8 relapſed twice into their former 


errors, are condemned to the flames. Thoſe 
who give ſome tokens of repentance, are ta 


be ſtrangled before they are burned; this 
circumſtance, IL muſt own, 1 always diſap- 


proved of; but thoſe who perſiſt obſtinately 
in their errors, are burnt alive; a whole- 
ſome ſeverity, "and worthy to have born. 


ſuggeſted by myſelf. 3 
To return to my ſubject; $3 criminals | 


ö paſs in the order above-mentioned anger the 2, 


1 * y on ? 4 
7 0 b4 5 : LC} SE , ing 
* . A 2 8 $ : 2 18 4 a i 4 1 
Y 9 1 4 4 7 14 _ * 1 5 Ar wh *; 8 
* OF — 
* * % 
x 


= 
W 


I 
— 1 | 4. 


have 1 round the ſcaffold, are plans 
in an amphitheatre that ſtands to the left, 
| and each of them ſurrounded with the fa- 
miliars and monks who had attended upon ; 
5 them. Some of the grandees, who are fa- 
miliars, ſeat themſelves on two benches pre- 
pared for them at the loweſt part of another 
amphitheatre. About twelve o'clock, the 3 
ſentences of the condemned criminals are 11 
read, that of the criminals, who died in | 
| priſon, or were outlawed, is read. firſt ; SITS 1 
Y their figures i in paſteboard are. carried upon, | 1 
F the ſcaffold, and put in cages; then the, : (50 
+ criminals preſent, in propria perſand, are 1 
put one by one into the cages that they may 1 
bde known by all men. After theſe, and | 
1 ſome other preliminary ceremonies, too tri- 
vial, to be. enumerated, the priſoners con- 
demned to be burnt, are delivered over to 
the ſecular arm; and, being mounted upon 
1 aſſes, are carried to the gate called Foncar- . 
925 BH val; at three hundred paces diſtant from it, 
* - they are executed after midnight. 
I Havs been thus circumſtantial in my. 
acconnt of theſe, proceſſions, as nothing 3 
done upon earth gives! me Bal — 555 | 
an I 
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Y tan an FR de Fe. I was not more -plenſed 3 
when Catherine of Medicis, With a lau- 
dable zeal for my ſervice, excited one half 
of the inhabitants of France to eut the 
throats of the other half; or, when the re- 
* ligious Queen Mary cauſed thoſe fires tobe 
gf 1] - kindled in Smithfield, Which were as a. 
5 cceptable to me as bonfires to the populace 
Wi: 1 on a rejoicing night. And here 1 ſhould 
= think myſelf” guilty of the higheſt ingrati- 
tude, ſhould I neglect to do juſtice to' the 
merit of Harry the Eighth; he had many 
_ . qualities, which greatly endeared him to me F 
4 - 8 during his life, and ſecured me the poſſeſſio —_ 1 FT 
pl him after death. I can never ſufficiently - BÞ 
1 pPlraiſe him for having put to death fo many 
great perſonages, and, in particular, Sir 
Thomas Moore, who deſerved his fate, had 
it been only for writing Utopia, a bookx 
calculated to impair my intereſt, as much 
as the writings of Hobbes, Mandeville, and 
1 others, are to promote them. oo © 
HE I Must own myſelf an admirer of that 
truly diabolical character; which, how- 
ver, is not intirely free from defects; and, 
ag it is an approved maxim, that /o// inſunt 
maculz fue, it ſhould not ſeem ſurpriſing, 
that the character of this excellent monarch 
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| ; t curſed Reformation took. place 

| Spe oor * gratis. The 

| ſervice of the maſs muſt be allowed, by every 

8 body the bas ſeen France or Italy, to'be'a 
| | Bere it is nhl in the fo 


In the firſt ee, the celi 
ts productive of the h 
cChurchmen, not being allowed to marry in 
b colftiee; hae greater” be- 


r 
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venture to 3 that 
have been de 
confeſſors, than were ever 


cers rambling from town” to 3 in the 


courſe. of quarters. But this is not the only 
advantage of confeſlion.;! Ya is likewiſe. ad- 


more eaſy to a confeſſor 
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TY 26 5 
nilies.”” This is not all, it TY often 
greatly facilitated the carrying on of plots, 
and occaſioned e eee and revo- 
hutions Aa ftütese 2980399 ons e ee 

Mx intereſt "i equally: buffered by the 


— 


abolition of convents and monaſteries. | In 


theſe edifices, raiſed with's defigr to pro- 


mote religion and piety, I have frequently 


ſeen tranſactions which have afforded me 
the higheſt pleaſure- T hough the ſexes live 
apart from each other, were the vaults of 
many monaſteries and nunneries to be ſearch- 


ed, the ſkeletoris of murdered infants would 


eminently prove, that monks and nuns are 
more loyal ſubjects to cn Woge even . 
eee and WHeres. 2 29 

1 wo mos pe POR he here under 


2apable of being in- 
a. 40 ches difzdvantage of wh-e-ing ; 


I know no practice that contributes more to 


keep my goodly kingdom on a ſtrong foun- 
en Not to mention the duels, murders, 
and executions cauſed by adulteries, bawdy- 
baude quarrels, &c. I muſt acknowledge, 
that this excellent practice has frequently 
cauſed events in PRO of-the courts of Eu- 
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on n the great advantages that decrue to my 


polygamy i in which he has indulged A 
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rope, which gave me e great Sainte 3 it | | : 1 


a8 given riſe to en and revolutions time : 


mating aner af 
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Fuit ante Helnan Fun, teterrima bell | 
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" 11s” men leads me to expatiate up- 


Elte from ſomè inſtitutions of the religion G0 
eſtabliſhed by that excellent perſon, who has : 
a long time e diſputed the honourable title of | 

Antechriſt with his holineſs himſelf. The _ - 


taries, has been productive of the ooo „ 
conſequences. | Such à polygamy I have al. 
ways looked upon in the moſt advantageous WE 
light, as it is, in other words, nothing elle i 
but whoring by law eſtabliſhed. oo 

Trar tenet of the ret owned. Arabian, „ 
that women have no ſouls, but were made . 
merely to be ſubſervient to the pleaſures of 
the other ſex, } 18 wotthy of equal praiſe; and, 5 
it is a matter of great concern to 0 chat! it 
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F | Sls, has deprived meof many fubjedrofilide 
ſex. And here I. cannot help exclaiming 
againſt an inſtitution which ſeems to owe its 
riſe to this abſurd opinion; I mean that of 

the Magdalen-Houſe, the pernicious. conſe- 

Auences of which I have already felt, ;This 

foundation ſeems calculated to oppoſe. my 
intereſts as · much as the carnavals in Rom 
catholic countries conſpire with her 

15 well known, that theſe fading 


quayor's dy- ae drunken fors TM 155 2 850 
Oruxx cuſtoms unknown ta you preval 
in; 1 catholic countries, which equally 
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5 merit my praiſes, and which a would cars 
neſtly recommend to your imitation. You 
cannot bei ignorant, chat! it is ae or 
1 monks and friars to act plays i in Italy 3, their 
example is highly worthy. af, your 1 imitation ; 3 
and, as the comedies- repreſented. in your 
eouũtry, are much more edifying than any 
Italian piece, 1 would. carpeſtly requeſt you 
to take it ind your. ſerious conſideration, 
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„Amar there would be nothing inconſiſt- 
ent wich the character of churchmen in ap- 


. peaving' in them, is A den the prac- 
tice of the Rom 


any impurities or immoralities, 
| Vanbrogh ſaid of the 


AnD here 1 on 
1, that if, inſtead of ne, emen. : 
toral letters, exhortations, &c. founded 
the ſtale and exp peg? notions of the 
ertake to compile a 
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Hſtem of tains and tceligon ext | 
from; the dramatic eces 
1” of. Charles the : 


better employed: un it is at preſent,” b Such 
a work, if welfare . bange | 
called the gent 
I make no A be ee GRAY an -al by = 
| . Jn by all. who profeſs a1 call them 
7 _ ſelves. gentlemen, than a certain obſolete 
work; which, though it bore that title, 
might, with greater Praten nee 
called the plowman's religion. All ſuch 
gentlement as have been induced by che title | 
to buy it, muſt certainly have found chem 
ſelves greatly diſappointed: they expected; 
no doubt, to find tenets inculcated, 5 worthy, 
to be embraced by a man of honour; name 
: ly, to have all the different degrees of an abs 
+ front, ſtated and explained, that they might 
never be at a loſs to know when honour. re», 
| quired them to expoſe theiz bwn lives, in 
endeavouring to take that of another. They 


8 undoubtedly expected likęwiſe to be inſtruct- 
ed what debts honour, diſpenſes them from 
payings and to ind a and directions, ca- 
: ports 
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it 31 1 5 
| pable of making them rival any courtier, in 
the grand ſecret of courts; namely, the art 
of amuſing with promiſes as long poſſible, 
and neglecting to perform, to the ruin of thoſe 
ho depended upon them. Theymight like- 
wiſe have expected to find many uſeful rules, 
with regard to the conduct of their amours, 
their behaviour in public places, &c. But, 
how great was their ſurprize, to ſee this 
wrong- headed author "recommending to 
them, piety, meekneſs, forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries, and other Chriſtian virtues, as they are 
called; virtues ſo much out of the character 
of a gentleman, that the only circumſtance 
that diſtinguiſhes a gentleman from a ple- 
beian is, that the former is inveſted with a 
privilege of infringing them all, and looks 
upon them as idle notions, which ſhould 
have no influence upon his conduct? Such 
F homely virtues ſhould be left. intirely to the 
lower fort of people; who, I am ſorry to 
ſay it, ſtill think themſelves bound to the 
obſervance of them; though, thanks to my 15 
diligence and care, they often deviate fromm 
them as well as their betters, who deſerve | 
| my ME PO" both for the laudable 
og! ; example 
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yet their inferiors, in | 
| | 155 wy my e that the „„ 
ee never be thoroughly eſta- 
| bliſhed, till men come to be wicked upon 
: * Pf ; 
bas given riſe to innumerable civil wars and 
was intirely boring 2a it, as ea rere and 
8 Chat erm e when: I * you . 
: e \ 


| iſpoled' to ſend people to heaven, I would 
ta make the 


— aa fc: a time; but I would 
it imagined that I favour the 
d, leaſt Oe” 


x. will e have the utmoſt 
weight with all who think juſtly 1 
„which he would rather, 
ven or hell, declared for the latter, 
aſſigned the following 
» faid he, I ſhould meet only wi 
the halt, the lame, and the blind, the poor | 
rit, and a ſet of wretched tattered 
_ grime and mendicants : in hell, I ſhould 
meet with all the illuſtrious perſonages of 
antiquity, Czfar, Alexander, Ci 
n, Tacitus, &c. I ſhould 
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r to go to hell chan heaven, 
as there is ſo much better 
nm place than the latter. 

Tur the declaration of dus 
may make a due impreſſion, I ſhall her 
give ſome account of his character: he was 
confidant, and firſt mi renow: 
Cæſar Borgia; of 
ſaid that he ſurpaſſed 
| whoſe baſtard he was, in all forts of 
__ 77TCTC(Cͤãͤð»: 3130066 

Tux ſententious hiſtorian had a very dif · 
Serent idea of virtue frem me and my dearly-- 
beloved Machiavel, who, in his Treats 
Principe; of which more, by the bye, re- 
preſents as virtues all thoſe qualities which 
the tedious old fool of an hiſtorian above - 
mentioned, treats as vices. 

To return to Borgia; ods: murdered. his 
38 the Duke of Candia, and lay with his 
ſiſter. Thus was his character ennobled by 
parricide and inceſt; his other ſhining actions, 
his homicides and adulteries, were too fre- 
quent to be here enumerated. It was 
cuſtomary with him. to. circumvent, his 
enemies by a pretended reconciliation, 

5 e then 
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cure of that = en has done full 
juſtice to the virtues" of his pupil. But, to 
put the merit of the great Machiavel out of 
doubt, ꝓe refer the public to his treatiſe on 
government, entitled Del Principe; in which 
he ineulcates that excellent maxim, viz. 
when a nation is Conquered, or one party 
ſhould be immediately put to death. 
Tuts, and other maxims equally ſalutary, 
: kts Catharine de Medieis, who occationed 
the maſſacre of Paris, hold this book in ſo 
High'an eſtimation, that it was called the 
goſpel of the queen- mother. It gives ſuch 
juſt directions concerning the management of 
plots and conſpiracies, that every monarch, 
and, indeed, every one that has any ſhare 
in the government of a ſtate, ſhould make 
it his particular ſtudy. This will enable a 
monarch, when an accidental concurrence 
of ' circumſtances, makes it unadviſable to 
have recourſe to his arbitrary power, to rid 
himſelf” of any troubleſome and factious 
perſon, who, under pretence of * 
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their 


fell a victim to the ſociety in former times; 
and two attempts have been made in the 
preſent age, Which as 
well as that of the jeſuits, both proved un- 
ſucceſsful. 
lawful for ſubjects to aſſaſſinate their king, 
has been ſo openly avowed by the fociety, 
that the celebrated jeſuit Mariana highly 


merits my approbation, for having wrote a 
treatiſe to prove it lawful. 


SINE I have mentioned this worthy. 
ſociety, I muſt here give you an idea of the 
morality | taught by the members of it. 

Ix is a maxim among them, that a perſon 
belonging to a religious order, may be 41. 
lowed to aſſume a; diſguiſe, provided, ſay 
theſe reverend fathers, it be to go to an in» 
famous place, a bawdy-houſe, tavern, or 


* Jeſus has contrived to aſſaſſinate ſuch 
kings as were obſtacles to the execution of 
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dying this! the eel ſociety, 


s; Henry the Fourth of France, 


to my ſorrow, as 


Indeed, ö the maxim, that it ig 
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tet is likewiſe lawful; a eee to their mo- 
ralitys; which they haven nan. 3 
to affirm to have been dictated by myſelf, 
than Numa had to aſeribe his laws to the 
nymph! Egeria, or Lycurgus his to Apollo. 
t is lawful, I ſay, according to their opi- 
nion, for a ſervant to pimp i for his maſter,, 
provided hedoes this merely with an eye to 
the gain which i ig to accrue to him from 
thence, and not with. a view to. promote 
unlawful pleaſures, | 
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. e laudable maxim of cheir mo- 
that ſtealing is no ſin. Their au- 
3 was once alledged as à vindication, 


a ſervant who had ſtolen a ſilver e 3 
and y t, ſo unjuſt was the parliament of 
Paris, that it would not admit of this. plea, 
but condemned the ſervant to be publickly 
whipped, and then to ſtand in the pillory, 


with the book, in which the doctrine was 
pht, tied about his neck. 


Ino be too tedious, were I to eite 
more examples of the excellence of their 
morality, and ſhall therefore refer you, for 
farther information, to the works of theſe 


excellent 
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4 an ha ets welds ; which: 
are looked upon by the ignorant as vicious, 
are at leaſt excuſable, if not laudable. The 
caſuiſts, in general, are authors whom 1 
highly eſteem, and would. earneſtly recom-- 
mend to your peruſal, as their aim „ which 
I look upon as highly meritorious, is to ſet. 
bounds to virtue, and ſhew men how worth- 
leſs they may be with ſecurity. I could even 
cite a paſſage from the bible, to that 
proper limits ſhould be ſet to virtue; Be 
not righteous over much, is the only paſſage 
in ſcripture that I approve of; but, I am 
ſorry to ſay, it has been ſtran gely tortured 
from its true meaning by the clergy of your 
COMMUNION. However, as I do not care to. 
reſt my cauſe upon the authority of ſerip- 
ture, I ſhall have recourſe to a paſſage in 
one of the moſt polite authors of antiquity 
to ſupport my argument, and ſhew, that 
though a devil, I am . , HONG wth 
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For virtue's {elf may too much zeal be had⸗ 
ad eee be age. #70 
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the 15 to acknowledge, that the Metho- 
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Preachers we underſtood the above- 
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cited text, inits proper ſenſe, and done peculiar 
ſervice to my cauſe, by inculcating the doc 
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tam 0 fable thanks 1 to Mr Wh-t- 1d, Mr. 
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Rom- ne, Mr. W-#-ly, and. other worthy 


miniſters of that numerous 18 ſect. 5 


iner I Babe here an opportunity. 85 mak- 
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ing proper acknowledgments to others, who, 
by their writings, have ſerved my cauſe, 1 
muſt not neglect to do juſtice to the merits 
of M. 'de Voltaire ; 3 Who, though he has 
ſhewn kimſelf x my adverſary, byrecommend- 
ing, in many of his writin gs, a fort of natu- 
ral religion; which comes vel 
the goſpel-ſyſtem, deferves m my warmeſt gra- 
titude ; for, having wrote the ode to Urania, 
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I could not myſelf haye uſed ſtronger and 
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| 2 — that the fon of à carpen- 
ter vas crucified ſeventeen hundred years 
ago in Judea ? Here, indeed, the celebrated 

author has had recourfets 4 ſophiſm, Which 1 

often make uſe of myſelf in aſeribing to the 
Chriſtian relig ion in general, a maxim which 

Is adopted 07 by Papiſts 3 namely, that th there 

is but one religion in which Glvation can 

be obtained; but every artifice 3 18 How: ble 

In. n ſupport of a good cauſe. og 0 : * 

I Must likewiſe return n NM. 

4 Pyrron for his ode to Priapus, Which is as 
well calculated to operate upon the morals 
of wien, as the ade to Urania, to pr 
reformation 1 in matters of faith : I at the 
ſame time acknowledge the great merits of | 

all thoſe. modern French writers, whether 

- phyſicians or others, who have written in 
defence of atheiſm, materialiſm, and infi- 
Lei: with regard 25 , laſt article, the 
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lity. The re- 
en pontiff Leo the Tenth, who merits- 
the higheſt -ITCC n of every lover of learn 


ing, is known to have openly expreſſed him 
ſelf in the following terms: This fable of 


Jeſus Chriſt has been, time out of mind, af 
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es 1 bald be gelen aße 


eſt ingratitude, were I to neglect this op- 
portunity of doing juſtice to the great merit 


of two illuſtrious: ornaments of the church 
of; England, who, ſcorning the example of 


their: narrow-hearted brethren, have taken 


up the pen toivindicate my cauſe, and ex- 
poſe the pernicious: doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
It will eaſily be gueſſed, without my naming 


them, that I mean Mr. Wollaſton, whoſe 
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writings did an honour to the laſt age, and 
procured him a penſion from the miniſtry, 
and Dr. M-dd--n, who, with a noble impar- ; 
tiality, wrote not long ſince to overturn the 
| 2 which he was maintained to ſup⸗ 
port. Both theſe excellent divines have le- 
velled- their battery againſt the miracles of 
my grand adverſary Jeſus Chriſt, and ü 
ter method could not have been 
when once theſe are proved to be forged, or 
imaginary, the whole fabric of Ch iſtianity 
falls to the grou ed. | 
I nave a particular Ae e to Tis 
De of the above - mentioned learned doc- 
tors, for having vindicated me from the 
ſcandalous aſperſion of having aſſumed the 
d diaus form of a ſerpent, in order to tempt 
me parents of mankind; the reverend doc- 
tor having proved, to the ſatisfaction of every 
reader of diſcernment, that the account 
given of the fall of man in ſcripture, is alto- 
gether fabulous; and for this, and other ſer- 
vices which he has done me, in the worſt of 
times; I mean, when popery was at its 
loweſt ebb, I have nominated him Arch 
: _ 1 e; Nr. Wollaſton has not 5 
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paſſed n either; I have not Jong: 

| fince promoted him from the chaplaincy of 
5 Pandemon ium to the ſee of Tartarus.. 
HEN CR, my lord, you may judge, that I 
am careful to reward merit; and here I ſo- 
 lemnly* promiſe, upon the word of a devil, 
to you and to your brethren the biſhops and 
clergy of Great- Britain and Ireland, that, if 
they give me reaſon to be ſatisfied with their 
conduct upon earth, they ſhall meet with a 


due recompenſe in the infernal regions. The 
prelates and biſhops ſhall- retain the digni- 
ties they held upon earth; and ſuch of the 


inferior clergy as diſcharge their duty to me, 


bypreaching hereſy, falſe doctrine and ſchiſm, 


with a proper zeal, ſhall be promoted to 


biſhopricks and archbiſhopricks ;' for, in 
hell, there are more than in all the Roman 


catholic countries upon earth; and this 
nould not ſeem ſurprizing, ſince, as the way 


to hell is broad for the convenience of paſ- 


ſengers, ſo its regions are of immenſe extent, 
and abundantly provided with every thing 


neceſſary for their accommodation. Thanks 


to my diligence, my dominions are tolerably 


e 3 but, there f is room ſufficient for 
gene- 
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| well as to all religions in general. 


to e wad 


Tux Alchoran, a book which contains 


| 1; many excellent maxims; ſuch as, Kill no 


you are able $: keep four wives, e many | | 
concubines as you are able, &c. ;imcul ates 


viz. Des rait h n one e God, and 


© prized that it could eſcape a lawgiver ſo ſin- 
ceͤrely devoted to my wier as Mepalebeated 


zimpoſtor, ; 
SINCE, therefore, all religions . AF 


fundamental defects, I would humbly. pro- 


poſe it to your conſideration, whether it 
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gion, which ſhould, in my humble opinion 3 N 
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ſhip then is taken from 
ye the — e which I 
above all»others, be- 
fs erated author has advanced 
concerning it, is in ſome meaſure true. The 
author in gueſtion declares, that all the dif- 
ee he weed ever apg between the reli- 

of ian Indians, and that of 
the) 110 Indians is, "that the former worſhip 
, and the latter the devil. For this rea- 
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aſſertion, f the above-cited. author, that 
there a are ſome doubtful, expreſſions in them 3 


and, indeed, I have found to my ſorrow, 
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glorious and immortal ntetiory;” though n 
princes ever conformed” themſelves better to 
the principles of perfect atheiſm. "The for- 
wer of bel Emperors merited my higheſt 
| "approb: | 14 tion wo! thy of eternal 
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meme of.” Ie w u known, that he Cau 
mlllions'o Ch to be put to de: 
the moſt e cruel nit: for Joly ing the city 
"of Rome; ; which, "as as an addition to his 
"glory, ae by his, own orders. Ta- 
citus has recorded this tranſaction in terms 

which 1 have been e highly pleaſed 
with; "Ergo ad minuendam * Jubdidit 
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ry & i ie ſupp! cit guos per 
agitris invfſas when, 2 appellabat. 
| der n Pilatum.. rock atoms: Jude. 
Kube affedtus uit repreſaque in preſens exi- 
t ftitia, runſus erumpebat non mods 
per oy oe cir Jus mali ſed etiam per © 
urbem Ramam ubi omnia atrociſſnaa & flagitio- 
Aena comſſuunt celebranturque. Though I 
100 know moſt prelates of the church of Eng- 
\ Aland underſtand Latin, I muſt beg leave to 
| tranſlate this, paſſage for the edification of 
ſuch Engliſh readers as may have an oppor- PR 
tunity of peruſing this epiſtle. Therefore 
Nero, in order to wipe off the infamous 9 
? | 8 perſion he laboured under of having been 
1 privy to the burning of the city, charged the 
crime upon certain perſons called Chriſtians, 
who were univerſally deteſted for their exe- 
1 crable crimes. Theſe, he: cauſed to be put 
By to geen. in the moſt cruel. torments.,.. 
5 Tus founder of this ſect, Jeſus, Cluiſt 
Oy ni as a criminal in the reign of 
Tiberius, by Pontius Pilate, imperial pro- 
curator of Judea ; and the deteſtable ſuper 
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| broke out” again; not only in Judea, where 
it firſt took riſe, but alſo in the eity of 
Rome, whither all . ar 355 

things repair and meet 
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ſet his merit in the moſt conſpicuous point 
of light. Some were ſewed up in fins, 


: and eee to Sora devoured abs wild beaſts 


ned in pitch'd 
ſhirts; and rn to anke an illumination 
at night; whilſt Nero aſſiſted in a triumphal 

chariot, and enjoyed the gloritzus Sight. 
Caligula, the ſecond of theſe worthies, Ader 


edict, ordering all thoſe who were ſubject to 
hig empire, to have none othet Sods _ 
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thunderbolt in his hand; fbmetimes wit 

his head entorded with rays like an Apollon 1 

and ſometitmes even in the garb f a Pod- „ 

 defs; Diana in particular. The Jews, hoõw - 

4 ever; were ſo obſtinately digotted to their „ 

God, that they ſent an embaſſy to Rome to 1 

1 intreat the emperor to grant them a diſpen- 1 
ſation fromm adoring him. The ſpeech he + 

made. them upon this occaſion i is very re- 
markable. What, ſays he, have you then 
crifices;--and that to the honour. of another, 
and not of me; Vour incenſe ſmokes, but 
it is not in my adbration but that of anothata· 
Know I will allow of no god throughout he + 
empire but myſelf: the eniperor alone ſhal | 

| be: worſhipped; the emperor alone adored. | 
To this the Jews humbly:remonſrated,, that {| 
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| other than their inviſible: Gi 


Tus article he did not think i it vorth 
his while to nen but per- 
ſevered conſtantly to require that all public 
worſhip ſhould be directed to him alone. 
he, they would fooner have let themſelv 
be cut to pieces to a man than worſhip a 
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man nen many of whom have done 
ſignal ſervices to my empire, I muſt; here . 
juſtice to the merits of the celebrated em- 
peror Julian, commonly, but Ls 
the Apoſtate. The laudable zeal 
| which he ſhewed, in aboliſhing,” to the ut- 
moſt of his power, that religion, whielv 1 
deteſt above all others, and reſtoring the reli- 
gion of his anceſtors, which propoſed the diſ- 
cords, adulteries, thefts; fornications, and 
deceits of the gods, to the imitation of mor- 
pu cannot be too highly praiſed. I muſt 

n, however, that I am not intirely ſatiſ- 
a with his conduct, I could by no means 
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worthy partiſan of true religion. Tt is well 
known, that he cultivated ſevera 
which are extremely odious to me; ſuch as 
temperance, chaſtity, and generoſity; which, 
by the infatuation of mankind, are miſcalled 
virtues. But, he abundantly compenſated 


for theſe defects in his private eharacter, by 


perſerering. during his whole reign, in a 
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Fey is certainly highly praiſe-worthy, and 

„„ acquired him the honour of an habita- 
tion in my dominions, though he was acci- 

dentally the cauſe of eſtabliſhing the Chri- 

| ſtiarrreligion in the Roman empire four hun- 
dred years after it was preached in Judea by 5 


Chriſt and his followers. It indeed ſome- 
what leſſens the heinouſneſs of his crime, 
in introducing ſuch a religion, that he did 

not do it on account of any preference he 
gave Chriſtianity above paganiſm, but thro' 

a motive of policy, namely, becauſe he faw 
the Chriſtians were become ſo numerous in 
the empire, (the majority of the ſenate and 
ſeoldiery conſiſting of ſuch) that he thought 
ttutat, in fo doing, he ſecured himſelf the 
affections of the people. Juſt in the ſame 

manner Harry the Eighth gave occaſion to the 
eſtabliſhment of the proteſtant reli gion, by 
f withdrawing his allegiance from the po 
though his motive for taking this ſtep was 
no other than the latter's refuſing to conſent 
toannul his marriage with Queen Catharine, 
and permit him to marry Anna Bulleyn. 

I nave dwelt fo long upon this ſubject, 

* that I am afraid I have tired your patience, 

I will | 
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1 vil therefore -proceed to fomething of 
mote importance. What I have in view at 


_ preſent is a plan for the regulation of uni- 


verſities, ſo as to render them conducive to 
the glory of my empire. To this end I 


would recommend Petronius Arbiter and 


Lucretius, as the two claſſic authors chiefly 


to be ſtudied. T he former, if duly-attended 
to, would prod uce an admirable effect upon 
the morals of the glory the latter Aden 1 
their faith. 5 15 . 
A CAREFUL r of 1 would 
contribute greatly to eradicate from the 


minds of the ſtudents, thoſe vulgar preju- 
dices concerning the immortality of the ſoul, 
and a divine providence interpoſing in hu- 


man affairs. This will fully appear from. the 
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following. admirable lines, and many others 
bat: gh. be produced. e e 


. we. 
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2 natura neceſſe 7 
| Immortal au fumms cum pace fruatur, 
Semcta à rebus noftris Sejunfaque lon go 

; 13 5 bene Bab, meritis capitur nec tanguir "7 55 
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dive; of 3 immortality of the ſoul in its 
true light: EET e e 
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5 Alinetian ani imam cum corpore creſtere alique 


Videmus atque fin mul © cum FAT, TEA ne- 
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wien are o very — chad 1 Nut i beg 


1 Jak to tranſlate them for the benefit of the 


Engliſh reader. The meaning of them is, 


That, as we fee the ful grow up 1 


flou- 


riſh with the body, ſo it follows of e 8 
as it muſt periſh with the body. 5 
Tus excellent remark, Lord md ke | 


oa as a good and a faithful ſervant, is now 
entered into the joy of his maſter, I mean, 


of myſelf, has admirably improved upon, by 


producing the moſt plauſible argument that 
was ever alledged againſt the immiortality of 
the foul, his reaſoning is as follows: Since 
we cannot believe the immortality of the 
ſoul, without re} jecting the ſureſt guides, 
which God has given us whereby to regu- 


late our aſſent, it follows, that God . : 
t. require us to believe it. N 7553 . 


Bur, to proceed with my plan for a new 
| courſe of univerſity. n next to ag 
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tronius and Lucretius;: 1 ould; recommend 
ſome ſelect paſſages of Horace, Juvenal, Ti- 


bullus, and Propertius; not forgetting thoſe : 


admirable models of modern Latinity, the 
dialogues of Meurſius. For moral philo- 


ſophy and metaphyſics, take Hobbes, * 


noſa, Cardan, Vanini, and Mandeville: 

the firſt of theſe, and his followers, have 
indeed denied my exiſtence. Now, though 
I am very certain that I do exiſt, and, though 


Hobbes himſelf no longer calls this truth i in 


queſtion; I excuſed him for having: Y 

this opinion, ſince his view in eſablithing 
adiaboliſm was to men eſs at _ 
my time. 


Tux admirable Giſtem. mY eee ee 
policy, of which he has laid the foun- 


; dation in his Leviathan, has ſince been im- 


proved upon by Mandeville his diſciple, Who, 
in that excellent treatiſe, The Fable of 


the Bees, has proved. to a demonſtration, 


that private vices are public benefits. Spi- 
noſa, Cardan, and . - have exerted _ 


their utmoſt efforts to eſtabliſſi the ſyſtem: of 


atheiſm upon a firm and ſolid baſis. It is 
W that in the d dockrine of the former, 


there 


3 


. 


"pw 1 

, 1 but aus de of Mather in ds uni- 
verſe, and that Nature is God, means that 
there is nothing but matter in the univerſe, 


and that there is no God at all. | 
pecan was as thorough: an atheiſt as 


4 — - 5 oy 


and, being addicted to aſtro- 


folds: a aper which many atheiſts have 
ſubſtituted in the room of the belief of a 


| Deity, calculated the nativity of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and found by the aſpect r at the 


time of his birth, that he was born to eſta- 
bliſh a religion, which would be received 
throughout the greateſt part of the known 
world, from whence he very juſtly concluded; 
that that event happened intirely in a natu- 
ral way, and was altogether regulated by the 
planets, juſt as the ebbings and flowings of 
the tide, are re gulated by the moon. The 
third of theſe apoſtles of atheiſm, Vanini 

- ſurpaſſes the two former in merit, nag 
died a martyr in the cauſe of atheiſm. It is 
well known, that he was burned alive at 


Toulouſe, for having zealouſſy maintained 
the truth, and, being offered his life, pro- 


yided he would make a recantation of his 
errors, as 8 were called, nobly perſiſted 


to 
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ro maintain the juſt cauſe; and, duch Was 
wg heroic fattitade, that a a little before: he : 


phyſician, defiring love fool er a 


he might judge thereby: of his ee 


reſolution and ſedate compoſure of mind. 
0 thew, how proper, chen works of this 


gentlemen gt the univerſity, 1 ſha all he * Ve 
ſpecimen of his morality. . 
>the: high concern, 0% be 


0 72 25 beaytiful; . a 8 ima- 
gination, and a penetrating wit; ſince the 
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| Laing eee ihe thoſe. who. cohabit Je ie ry 


principle o of duty. Such ſentiments as theſe 
have an admirable tendency to put young 
ſtudents Ou of humour with Natu 0 e,; and 


make them ſepine at the Ae ol 
. 5 | 
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He has another maxim which cannot * 
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| be too — inculcated to youn g 1 men 5 
namely, that every moment that is not paſſed _ 
in the joys of love, might as well be res 


trenched from our exiſtence. Such precepts 


as theſe, and many of the like nature, to 
be met with in the odes of Horace and Ana- 

ereon, are admirably calculated to give 
youth an early turn to pleaſure; and I, for 


my part, would rather ſce ſtudents at a uni- 


verſity, whoring, drinking, or ſmoaking, 
than miſpending the joyful days of youth in 
poring over the works of A parcel of drones, 


miſcalled philoſophers. 


+T.8nALL conclude my plan for the rega- 
lation of univerſities, by propoſing a new 
_ courſe of divinity; which, if delivered with 
proper care by lecturers, and duly attended 
to by ſtudents in theology, would intirely 
ceradicate all my prejudices againſt that ſci- 


and others, who have always oppoſed the 
intereſts of my empire, with an obſtinacy 


Pg 


+ ence.” Inſtead of Tillotſon, Clarke, Barrow, 


worthy. of the ſevereſt cenſure, I would re- 
commend Tindal, Toland, Herbert, Sftſ- 


bury; and above all, the late Lord Boling- 
; broke; not but I have many an to. 
. © 41 8 3 55 55 | the 
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the . the two latter, though their 
zeal for che extirpation of Chriſtianity merits 
my higheſt praiſes. I therefore think it 

wand be highly. adviſeable-to pans a 63+ 


weitings of the above- 3 al 
ſuch paſſages as ſeem to favour the: practice 
of moral virtue, and retain only their ſenti- 
ments concerning the Chriſtian religion. 
Bur, to compleat my ſcheme for the ad- 
 vancement of true religion, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, that the bible ſhould be no longer 
read in the chapels of univerſities, nor com- 
mented upon by divinity-lecturers. This 
book is filled with tenets deſtructivo of my 


Intereſts, and which ſhould by no means be 
tolerated in any Anti- chriſtian country. 


The ten commandments alone, if attended 
to by mankind, as thank my diligence, they 5 
are not, would be ſuſſicient to overturn my 
empire: I ſhall therefore propoſe-a diabo- 
lical decalogue, | which, if fubſtituted in 
their place, would make theology as con- 
dueive to my intereſt, as it is now fatal to ĩt. 
Commandment the firſt: I am the devil thy 
maſter, thou ſhalt ſerve, no other. maſter but 


me. 


2 graven herein and the blengetics + of . 
r exiſted; either in heaven or 


1d worſhip them; for , 
all the ſadoration that is paid to them and 


5 5 on a revęrence a 


their relicks, 1 ſhall look upon as. paid to 
myſelf, The third commandment : Treat 


thy father and thy mother with inſolence 
and brutality, and thou ſhalt- reſide, to all 
eternity in my dominions, where thou ſhalt ' 

have 4 diſtinguiſhed place. The fourth 


commandment: Thou ſhalt remember to 
break the ſabhath-day. The fifth com- 


mandment: Thou ſhalt never name me 
without damning ſomebody to hell and the 
my name in vain; Commandment the ſixth: 


Thou ſhalt ſwear away the life of thy,neigh- 
bour. - Commandment the ſeventh: Thou 


ſhalt kill. Commandment the eighth : Thon 


| ſhalt ſteal. Commandment the ninth: Thou 
| ſhalt: commit adultery. Commandment the 
tenth e Thou ſhalt covet every thing that 
belongs to . thy neighbour, and ſquander all 


chy-own:dubſtance. + Were ſuch ſound doc- 
9 as this 9 in your ſeminaries of 


K ; learning, 
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Bxroxr 1 quit this rüde; wh ed regs 


the clergy i in particular, I muſt take notice 


of one great breach of politeneſs they are 


guilty of; I mean that of ſpeaking of Hell 
and eternal torments, to the moſt eee - 
gregations. This abuſe, a certain reve 


4 


rend dean, was ſo ſenſible of, wut once, 
as he was preaching at Saint James 


chapel, he told his audience, that, if 
they did not alter their conduct, they would 


all go to a place that he did not think pro- 
per to name before ſo polite an aſſembly. 
This form of ſpeech is rather better than 


the former, as perſons of quality and di- 
ſtinction ſhould never be ſhocked with rude 


and unſeemly expreſſions. Preachers, in- 
ſtead of ſaying, you'll go to hell if you do 


fo and fo; ſhould fay, by fo doing, you will 
Inſure: yourſelves an everlaſting g habitation, 
and the beſt accommodation you can deſire 
in the dominions of his Satanit majeſty, 
| where you ſhall want for nothing, and whiere | 


2 8255 e al the OY your hearts ; 
8 5e 1 f 1717 dag 0 


t%1 


is wih fbr. This would be repreſenting 
my kingdom in its true light; whereas yout 


clergy, by deſeribing it as a gulph of fire and 
brimſtone, and a place where there. is weep- 


ing and gnaſhing | of teeth, they frighten- 


ed away many timpid and miſguided mor- 
tals from it, and prevented. them from en- 
jg "thoſe. good things which I ſo pro- 
fuſcly beſtow upon my faithful ſervants. 
APTER giving you ſo much advice, I 
muſt now, my lord, expoſtulate with you 


upon fome abuſes. that ; prevail in the upper f 


| regions, which have given me great umbrage 
for many ages paſt. My firſt complaint is 


againſt painters, who vilify and milrepreſent 
me in pictures and emblems. Whenever 1 


come in their way, T am diſgraced by ſome 


ridiculous caricatura. One while they repre- 

ſent r me with Horns, a tail and cloven feet; 
now. they repreſent me trampled under the 
feet of the angel Michael, and anon they 
ſhew me tumbling from heaven to the bottom- 
leſs pit, with hideous ruin and combuſtion. 


A devil of ſpirit muſt undoubtedly be high- 


* incenſed at all theſe indignities. It is 


""_ the utmoſt indignation, he ſes him- 
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eyes and claws, when one of your po 
who Was "wee ee. in his fa 
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by be tepreſented the devils in his 
| re of the!laft judgment, as a 
pareel of deformed nionfters, with monkey 
faces and antick poſtures. His anſwer was, 
bis life, he us always held us 
ns: but, he was 


TuzRR is another thing too that Treſent 


highly, which is that cuſtom of re euery 
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raſcal a devil. Nothing can ſhew greater, 
_ diſraſpeRt for our perſon, or produce more 
| pernicious effects to our government. How 
proyoking is it to ſee a perſon that is diſſatiſ· 
fied with his taylor, cry out in his anger, 
Do you ſee how this devil of a taylor has 
ſpoiled my ſuit? If a drawer in a tavern is 
dilato ry in ſerving the company, the expreſ- 
fion 18, Curſe that devil, how he makes us 
Wait ? A perſon that has been cheated, ex- 
claims how that devil has cozen d me, &c. 
1 muſt therefore make you a general 1 remon= 
ſtrance, i in the name of all the deyils of hell, 
concerning the great diſparagement done to 
| our quality, i in thus ranking us * * 
waiters, gamblers, & Mo. 
5 Y o v have ſome other irreverent and 
5 blaſphemous expreſſi ons, which give me 
0 equal umbrage. Such is that practice of 
85 giving every thing to the devil that diſpleaſes 
vou. The devil take you, fays one. We 
would have you to know, that the devil has 
fomething elſe todo than to take all that is 
given him in this manner; but, all thoſe 
chat come of themſelves ſhall be fure of find». 
ing a hearty welcome. Another gives that 
. confounded 
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FOE a quey to the den but the 


devil will have none 'of your Xanqueys 3 ; tho © 
rogues are commonly worſe than devils, we 


ſhould be hardly able to manage them in 


f hell : they would, in all probability, be as 


troubleſome here a8 tranſported felons are on | 


ſhipboard. T give that Iri-ſh-m-n to the de- 


= cries a third ; thank vou for nothing, 

for yo thall Have an *Fr-thi-n chouſe the | 
devil hinifelf, The native Ireſh have ſuch 4 
knack at running in debt, and defra rauding 


10 


their eteditors, that ene would get [give 


even me my due. CLIT Air ore 108 
| So again are T giving. A Spabtard | 
to the devil; ' Bit 0 has been ſo cruel, 
wherever he has got footing, - _ * 
had r rather have his rooms than his e 


e e pane) 
0 HAvi A laid bende you 3 prac- 


LS 


[- tices, by Which I think. myſelf highly ag- 


grieved, 1 humbly propoſe to your conſider- 
ation, Whether theſe expreſſions ſhould not 


be puniſhed by a pecuniary fine, as impious 
and profane ſwearing, and takin 8 the name 


n e f 


t 1 


Bur to return to my ſubject, which is 
Father to ſniewi the ill effects of Chriſtianity, 
than to complain. of Perſonal grievances. I 
intreat you to take it into conſideration, how 


: much the happineſs of mankind is abridged 


by that abſurd and viſionary belief of the 
immortality of the ſoul. The proſpect of a 
future ſtate has, in all ages, been ſo far from 
bettering the condition of human nature, 
that it has always caſt a great damp upon the 
ſpirits « of men, and been a | great r e 7 
on their pleaſures. 5 


Tux fables of Cerberus, Pins,” and the 
infernal regions, in ancient times, produced 


the fame bad effects that the Chriſtian doc-" 


trine of a future ſtate of rewards and pun- 


iſhments does at preſent: for which reaſon 
ve can never ſufficiently praiſe thoſe authors 
of 'antiquity, who have, with a laudable 
zeal, exerted their utmoſt efforts to explode 
this pernicious doctrine. - 
SENECA has expreſſed himſelf admirably 
| upon the ſubject. I ſhall 9 "= to tran- 
ſeribs 880 . 525 
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As Engliſh coker may reap Beat beneßt : 

1 from this paſſage of the philoſophical poet, 
: 1 ſhall here give a literal tranſlation for their 
| uſe.” Nothing follows death, and death it- 
: felt is nothing. Do you aſk where you will 


de afterdeath ? You will, - undoubtedly, be 
1 with things that never had any exiſtence, 
| g time and chaos devour us. 
= LL A, in deſtro ing the body, does not 
| . | ee.uven ſpare the ſoul. Hell, and the infernal 


regions, governed | by an ine rotable tyrant, 
and Cerberus; who barking loudly, 
. the door, are idle reports, and empty worde; 3. 
3 . fables that reſemble a n en. 
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9 Tubs this admirable poet has Ya his 
utmoſt to free the minds of his countrymen 
from groundleſs fears and unreaſonable ap- 
5 prehenſions; and thoſe who, in the preſent 


* a4; > 


age, endeavour to deliver men from the in- 
fluence of ſuch 1 4 1 % 
applauſe. = „ 5 

"IP" may be thought wrmebhür extraordi- 


| nary; that T ſhould beſtow ſuch encomiums | 


upon, thoſe that deny the exiſtence of hell; 
bat, 1 think it more for my intereſt, that 
men ſhould be taught to think there is no 


ſuch place than that they ſhould believe it to | 


be ſo dr 
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Where peace and reſt can never dwell, , hope 
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never comes | e 
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upon the teſtimony of this author, 1 beg you 
will but take natice of dhe inconſiſtency, he 
ty of, in giying this inna deſaription 
regions... and afterwards gn 
| reſenting Pandemonium as little inferior {9 
eaven in magnificence. Its architecture 
heightened by gold and jewels, is not ta be 
ſurpaſſed by any caleftial palace, deſeribed 
by che fame author; who, though he ſays; 
that the ſoil of hell was the fftteſt receptacle 
tor. that precious bane gold, afterwards. ne» 
A gr heayen a8 paved with gold Anjaid 


diamonds. Such, inconſiſtencies nem 
drow much the deſcriptions of hell given by 


authors who's never W. 2 '© there, vey to be de- 


435 N 111 2 FT 1 Sy 


OY IT #4 


a of 4 ee it is as > fg 46 poet 


„ 15 . l ; NY 
„ N 8 : 


t 


N 
- 


wt «aww 44 Ge v0 


ys 


en 


, * FORE WE 7x 9 IT "WO RI ATE . . N N 
* * F i to 7 7 
bs * n 3 „ l Ys any TUE In "$4 
i» 


ü 75 SE | 
| MF inideaiti6a af preſent is to facilitate the 


means of ftiding an habitation init, and to ob- 


Miate all fuch obſtacles as may retard paſſen- 


gers Who are bound thither. Among theſe, 
tllete is nothing I am more diffatisfied with, 
than the inftitotion of Foundling Hoſpitals ; - 


ich, though if! uſe in the countries moſt 


| cotitrries, are protuttive of many inconve- 


niericies, and altogether inconſiſtent with | 


the intereſts of my empire. _ 

*T CANNOT ſufficiently lament the dithi- 
nution of the numbet of mürdeted baſtards 

 fince this inſtitution took place. It is true, 

it may have, in ſome. meaſure, encreaſed a 


practice 1 have no Objection to, I mean W 


of whoring; but, for my part, I prefer one 
murder to a hundred acts of fornication; 


Murder i is, of all human actions, that which 


5 I ta EC greateſt delight i in, and exert myſelf 
to tempt mortals to the commiſſion of. 


Tie your legiſlature has taken notice of, 
and has therefore mentioned me in the indict- 


ment for this crime, according to the ſenſe 


| of thoſe ſhort-lighted men who compoſed. 
wr your Laws. Not having the fear of God be- 


to my ſervice, I mean the popiſh | 


tho; 


"Wi your, eyes, but being led away. by the, _ 


inſtigation of the devil, are. the words. 
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Ap, indeed, in going to and fro upon 
ng up and down. there- 


: on, © | neglect 1 no opportunity to excite men 


to ſpill each other's blood. Not to mention 
5 the many « civil wars, maſſacres, &c. excited 5 
by my ſuggeſtions, by inflaming the vindic- 55 


tive tempers of the Spaniarꝗs, Italians, and 


Portugueſe, . 1 * day gain thouſands, of 5 


ſouls. 
Tux Engliſh Sale I: am frees to * 
it, do not often gratify me by killing one 


another. Your. very highwaymen are fo 
conſcientious, that they ſpare the lives of 


thoſe they rob, and this is the reaſon the 


| fools are ſo often taken; were they to begin 
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with knocking out the brains of thoſe whoſe 5 
money they Want, as is done in France and 

elſewhere, they would have a fair chance for | 
_ eſcaping the gallows. However, to dd the 


Engliſh juſtice, though they ſeldom kill 


others, they abundantly compenſate. for this, 8 ji 
+ by Killing themſelves. | . 
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of - ſuicide, which the moſt ſcrupulous will 
allow to be lawful, after having maturely 


conſidered thoſe weighty arguments, alledged 


in vindication of it by the ingenious author 


of the Perſian Letters. Tie as that able | 
caſuiſt juſtly obſerves, was given men as a 
preſent, conſequently as ſoon as it becomes 8 


burden to them, they are no longer wen 


any obligation to preſerye it. 


Tuls reaſoning muſt be e to be. 
extremely. juſt, and in order to our 


the noble practice above-mentioned, 1 
which, as well as in public liberty, 15 Fr 
proud to ſay you vie with the ancient Ro- 
mans, I would earneſtly recommend it to 


your- legiſlature to encourage all ſorts of 


gaming, as nothing can have a greater ten- 
dency to render elf murder frequent. 


1 cannorT quit the ſubject of ſuicide, | 
without doin} g juſtice to the merit of your, 


tragic poets, who, in moſt of their pieces, 
have e thi 


ation As bighly noble, 
and 
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exited by che example of ſome here es 
_ tiguity(©- To my certain knowledge, above 
a hundred tradeſmen have killed themſelves 3 
cauſe Cats did fo before them, and as 


ſelves, Becauſe Caliſta Would") ot 
ker injired Honour. 3 

r wed aeg, ſh wide, 
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empire. To them many a maid has gone 


who never returned 4 maid” from them. 


* N : Thoſe places of polite and elegant entertain 
ment, Ranelagh, Vauxhall, and Marybone 


Gardens thoutd' be equally eommtenanced 5 
they do not contribute more to the diverſſomw 
of his majeſty's ſubje chan to my emolo- 


ment. You may, perhaps, think? exaggerits, 


when 1 afſure” you, that there are | as many 
cps got at theſe places as colds.” The pre- 
cincts of Covent Garden do not Went mote 
| bulinek for the furgeong; a ſet af men 
chat T hay ive a particular ard for, as they 
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7 dhe ingenious author of 2 Modeſt, Defence 
; Stews... He bas proved, in ſo fan 
tory. a manner, the great uſe they. might 
be. made Obits nder proper regulations, 
that am ſurpriſed that his project was never 
vl 1106, exequt on. 1 nan 1 ©; 
Hawe thus dons. juſtice ta the merit 
cc the ſurgeons, I, mult next pay my com- 
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the height of their zeal, knocked POR all 


they met. Whether their behaviour „n 
meet with the approbation of the magi- 
ſtrates, I cannot ſay; but I cannot refuſe it 


mine. Thoſe who meet the hoſt, without 
kneeling, and paying it proper reſpect, cer- 


tainly deſerve to be treated in fea a n- 


ner. 
Ir was with the 3 — ima- 


_ gitiable I heard this piece of news, as. it 
Sives ſome room to hope, that the Refor- 
mation is growing out of faſhion in Eng- 
land; and it is with the utmoſt impatience I 
wait the confirmation. But, alas! not- 
withſtanding theſe petty ſucceſſes, I have no 
reaſon to be contented with the preſent ſtate 


of Great- Britain upon the whole; the ad- 


miniſtration of your king, who has always 


ſhewn himſelf my inveterate enemy, makes 


me regret the proſperous reigns of Charles 
and James. With what pleaſure did I ſee 
the kingdom of England in the time of the 
firſt, intirely governed by a French whore, 
Her influence cauſed the ſale of Dunkirk, 
and made the king join with France, the 
1 natural enemy of England, in a deſtructive 
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Porrimouth Mus, ae ae whore thay 
| many x more e in d 


the biſhops © of th bat age attended at the Jes 
vees of theſe. 2 ww: 4, 
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and glorious ae Is agreeal 
than the end, propoſed es xecutions, to 
tures, oppreſſion, taxes, impriſonments, 
2 the laudable meaſures made uſe of 
How different is the face of things 
in wer preſent reign, a monarch, ſworn foe 
to popety, not deſirous of arbitrary power, 
and determined to oppoſe that of ather mo- 
narchs, has made choice of a miniſter, wha 
having nothing in view but what miſguided. 
perſons look upon as the intereſt of the na- 
tion, has purſued a plan, by which all the 
meaſures of the French have been defeated, 
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by a nation. which a 
bold! in the utmoſt abhorrence. 


very, and me; and if theſe united powers. 


Wortedl ſo firs "us Uo be. 
,aditio to France, 1 


tender on the throne ef England, or the 
kingdom re- united to the See of Rome; two 


events which I ardently wiſh for, as the in- 


tereſts of the pope, e N and my- 
Sr. Oxiorn; it is true, has advanced; 
that], and all the devils in hell, ſhall be 
our places in heaven; bur, if we werk to 
regain the ſtation we form 


regions of eternal bliſs, we ſhould be only 


of the Almighty ; for my part, 
M2. - I had 


| hou a kw of ever ſeeing the pre- 


erly held in the 
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